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For the Health and Safety of the City, In 
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ESAY-. 68, 18. Thou ſhalt call thy Walls $SALV 4- 
TION, andthy Gates PRAISE, 

REVEL- 21.26. They ſhall bring the GLORY and 

HONOUR of the Nation into it. 
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TIITIS FIShe ares 


TO THE Ry 
RIGHT HONOURABL 


Sir ROBER T TICHBOURN, Kaoight 
Lord Mayor, with the Right Worfhipful! rhe 
Aldermepo, Andthereft of the Common-Coun- 
cill of the Famous City of . 
EON DO Ny, 


Ricny HoNouKkABLY, Oc. 
= W AS in good hope when this. 

W Sermon mas oncepreached, that I 
WJ had no further worke about. it, ex- 
EzY cept it were onely to workit npon 
my owne heart, and to pray for a 
Bleſſing upon it, in the hearts of thoſe that 
heardir: Whereas now ſince ſome weekes after, 
I receiwet an: Order from your Court, for the 
commending it to publique view ; But it took, 
me at ſuch a time; when I was very little at 
leaſure for it ; From whence it is now come forth 
both too ſoone and roo late, Too ſoon: inregard 
of it ſelte, which deſerwes not this Publication, 
A'2 too 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ' + 
Tos late inregard of the Occaſion, which 3s now 
ſo long time paſt as that-I feare it # almoſt for 
gotten'iin the minds of many men, although it be 
ſuch as hath cauſe to be alwayes remembred, 
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SAFETY 
JERUSALEM, 


ESAY. XXXVII VER. XXXv. 
'For I will defend this City to ſawe it for mine 
owne ſake, and for my ſervant Damids 
:: fa. EE 


{Roo 02-54 T is the great care, and 
| Þ. | tenderneſſe of God to- 
wards his Church - and 
people, not only to keep 
them from Evill, but like- 
wiſe from the Feare of e- 
vill, which ſometimes is a 
great deale more then the 
Fvill it ſelfe ; The former, 
to provide for their ſafe- 
ty; the latter to provide for their ſecurity, and tran- 
quillity of mind. Look, as on the one fide the Fre- 
219, he does not only perſecute, but threaten, nor he 
does not only proje& and defigne miſchief, but often 
B braggs 
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The Safety of Feruſalem. 
braggs, and boaſts of it aforehand thereby to daunt 


the courage and to allay the Spirits of the people of 


God : Soon the other fide God himfelfe, he does not 
only prote@,but comfort, nor he does tiot only pur yoſe 
and intend preſervation, bur gives ſome hints and 
predi@ions of it, that ſo thereby he may the better 
ſtrengthen and 1ncourage his peoples hearts. This 
we ay oblerye him to:doe th thedrift of this pre- 
ſent Scripture, Which We havenow'in hand, Scra- 
cherib the King of 4ſria had in the foregoing chap- 
ter, and this ſent his ſervant Reb/hakebh-with-an inſo- 
Itht and reviling mefſage to-Hdzckich, and the reſt of 


Judah threatning them what great matters he would 
_ doeapalnſt them, and their City 3 This Hezckiab 


and his pegple were very much afirighted, at, and 
affected with, and accordingly ſpread their caſe and 


4 


beforethe Lord. Now the Lord hereup- 


__ 
on tndertakes the fatifying, and comforting of 


them ; tells them what ever threats their 'xzmemy 
might make againſt them, he ſhould not once come 


neer unto them, nor enter amongftthery, an4inthe 


me vey art ide- 
count andTeaſon of jt whenet it ſhould Þe tos tidr 
from any change in theenettly, *#s'X his mind were 
bettered towards them, but '#xtherfibm Gods dwn 
conſtancy ofaffe&ion to thira, uha-Eafeforthew, 
For I will defend: this City ry oſogear or Mime 0w7\ſake 
&c.. This is the Coherence dbthewonrds. * - | 
The Text (as you ſee ) ipdirits# Xhefafety and 
preſervation of a Czty, the Cit nfalem; ind fo 
very well ſutes with the occaſion of our coming to- 
gether at this time, which is theſatety and preferva- 
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_ tion of our own, the City of LONDON : And 


though not-every way juft in the lame Circum. 
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The Safety of Fernſaten. 

ſtances of deliverznce, yet perhaps ( if we copſiger 
with ſome what more, joyned, and ſuper-added un- 
to them, not onely from the {word of the Exemy,but 
alſo from the ſword of the4rge/,nor onely from the 
combuſtions of warr, but from the fires of Peace. 

In the Text it ſelfe there are two generall parts 
obſervable, Firſt, the Mercy ſignified, And Second- 
ly, the Ground, or Motive for the beſtowing of it : 
The Mercy ſignified, that we haye in theſe words; 
For Twill fend this City toſaueit. The ground or 
Motive of it, in theſe; For wy awne ſake, and for my ſer- 
vant Davids ſake. | | | 

We begin with the firſt generall, vis. The mer- 
cy ſignified, wherein t wo Particulars more. Firſt, 
The Specification. And ſecondly, The Amplificati- 
on. The Specification, ar.mercy tt ſelfe, which is cx- 


all) not akogether difterent from them, and beſides 


The Diviſion 


The firſt Gen» 


erall. 


preſt, 7 will defend this City. The Amplification or - 


extent of the mercy, To ſave it. 
Firſt, To ſpeak of the former, viz. The Specifica- 
tion of the mercy, or the mercy it ſelfe, which is here 
ſignifieg;it is Divine prateCtion, and defence, I will 
defend this City, 22 Who is that,? Namely, God 
himſelfe, who here ſends this meſſage by his Pro- 
phet, it 15 he that takes this buſineſle of defence and 
protection ,upon him, one who wasable enoygh to 
doe it, and-to goe through with it. And this City 
which was that 2 Namely, Jeruſalem, the City of 
God, where his name and worſhip was celebrated; 
-T har's the City which is here promiſed the benefit 
of Gods defence and preſervation of it; ſo that there 
aretwo things herenow conſiderable. The Deferr- 
ded, and the Defendant, The Defended, that's this Ci- 
ty; The Defendant that's the God of I/rae]l, Him- 
ſelte. | B 2 For 


The Specifice- 


119n of the 
me/cy, 


”, 


The Defended, le 
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For the Frſt, The place defended, it was Jeruſa- 
, the City of God 3 This was that which was the 
obje& of this defetice, and which this proteQion ex- 
tended unto, which accordingly ſhewes untous the 
ſtate and condition of the Church in all ſucceding 
ages and generationsz This promiſe it is notto be 
limited or reſtrained to this preſent time, or occafi- 
on whereupon it was made, but in the force andeffi- 
cacy of it, does reach to all periods of time through« 
out the World, And is written even ſor our conſolation, 
upon whom theends of the world are come, that wethrough 
patience and comfort of the 8criptures might have hoje : 
Rom. 15+ 4. and 2 Cor. 10, 11. The point before us Is 
this; That the Chxrch and people of God, they are 
under a fpeciall ſafeguard-and proteQion, for the 
ſecurity and defence of them. This City,th ough tt 
be a word of 977xture, and ſodoes ſeeme to take in 
all with it, who were occafionally involved in the 
mercy, yet it does principally, and more particular- 
ly referr to the C bnrch and true Believers, who were 
the better part of it. TheCbarchit is not without 
a fence.it 1s a Garden encloſed;and thofe places where- 
In it reſides,they doe partake of ſpeciall cuſtody,and 
preſervation, in reference toit. This City it ſhall be 
defended ;Thus Zechar. 2. 4,5. Jeruſalem ſhall be in- 
babited as Townes without walls, for the multitude of men 
and cattell therein, For I ( ſaith the Lord) will be unto 
her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory in the 
midſt of her. So Techar. 12. 3. In that day ſhall the 
L ord defend the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and he that 35 
feeble among them at that day ſhall be s David, and the 
houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the Angell of the Lord 
before him. So Ia. 31. 5. As birds flying, ſo will the 
Lord of Hoſts defend Jeruſalem, defending alſo he will 
deliver 
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The: Safety of Jeruſalem. 
deliver it, and paſſing over he will preſerve 'it, As Birds 
flying,that is with great deale of ternderneſſe. Birds we 
know, they are very carefull of their young ones for 
the preſerving of them ; Even ſo will God be of his 
people. As an Eagle ſtirrs up her neſt, flutters over her 
young, ſpreads abroad her wings, bears them on ber wings, 


&c. Deut. 32.11. And ſo Matth, 23.37. 0 Jeruſa- 
lem, Jernſalem, How often would Thave gathered thee to- 


gether, as an hen gathereth her chickens under her wings ! - 


That 15,withvery much affe&tion of and regard unto 
thee, He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of 
mine eye Zechar. 2.8,9. Or againe ; as Birds flying, 
that is with a great deale of ſwiftxeſſe, and ſpeed for 
the accompliſhment of it, Ta Pſay. 125. 2. It is faid, 
that as The monntaines are round about Jeruſalem, [0 3s 
the Lord round about his people, front henceforth even for 
ever, |] he MHountaines round about Jeruſalem, they 
are for the Defence and ſecurity of it, even fo is the 
Lord himſelte untoit, and a great deale more; For 
the Monntaines ſhall depart,and the hills ſhall be removed, 
but my kindneſſe ſhall not depart from thee, &c, ſaith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee, Ila. 54. 10. 

T his ſerves to diſcover to 'us the happinefle and 
priviledge of Gods people, and their advantage a- 
bove other men. Happy art thou O Iſrael, who 3s like 
unto thee , O people ſaved by the Lord, whi is the ſhield of 
thine help, and who zs the ſword of thine excellency! Dent. 
33-29: As forother peoplein the world, there's 
no great care taken of them,for the defenceand pro- 
te&ion of them. Oh bur 1he Chyrch, that's ſure to 
be defended, what ever becomes. of Babylon, God 
will be ſure to look after Zion, and what ever be- 


comes of Lachif, God will be ſureto defend Jeruſa- 
le, and to provide for the ſafety of it. Indeed, 0+ 


ther 


Uſe. 
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An objedion 
Anſi wered, 


Plal. 84, I3, 


Vie. 


The. ſafety of . Jetw{dlews,. 
ther places und:perſons my? acceffonelly, and: acci- 
ook op partake of the prowetiion of the Church ; 
wicked, and ungodly men, who are intermixt with 
the people of God, they doe partake of defence 
with them, and defence ow them, as curſed Char 
from his abode in the Arke,but jt is not they, which 
zreſo much aimed at, or intended inthisprefſervati- 
on 3 no, but Gods people themſclves, and the City, 
by which his Name 1s call'd on. He will defend 
this City eſpecially ; and this he will not be failing to 
it, inthe defending of it, whiles He ſayes He will doe 
it, He hereby ſigntfies his Pxrpgfe about it. It is not 
onely a word of 1tirration,but alſo of Reſolution,and 
that peremptory which cannot be fruſtrated, or dif- 
appointed. - 

Ifagainſt this ſhall! now be objected, that experi- 
ence oftentimes proves the contrary ; fo that not- 
withſtanding this promiſe here made,and this point 
maintained by us, there is notalwayes this defence 
vouchfafed, but that the people of God are, for all 
that, ijnvolved-in ſundry, and-frequentevills ; To 
this we anſwer, that ſtil] the promiſe of God ſtands 
ſure, 1will defend this City : Becauſe as all other con- 
ditionall.promiſes beſides, it/holdsgood for the av0ſt 
part, and ſo farr forthas may beſt conſiſt, both with 
the Honour-and Glory of God, and the greate(t.;welfare 
.of his people, This isa moſt certaine Truth 3 That 
God will be no way wanting to his Seryants in the 
teaſonable defence of them. The Lord God is a Sur 


\and ſhield ; The Lord will give Grace and Glory, mo Good 
thing will hewithold from them that walke uprightly. 


Thisis'matter of Very :great comfort, and jacou- 
ragement tothem, which-may make them to goe oa 


with chearfulneſle, and reſolution in his ſervice .; 


Fear 


ni 


Si 


. Fhe. ſafety. of Ternſakm. 
Fear and apprebeoſion of danger, it ig a:grand pb- 
{truction to performances. Where men pannot 
think themſclves ſafe, they canpar there ſo.quietly 
act, or undertake what belongs unto them ; Buy, 
now this is the happineſle af Go4s people, that they 
ſhall be kept and preſeryed from danger : whiles 


they walk in his wazes, they areſyrero haye his Pro. 


teF10n ; Not only Citzes, and Publique places ip Ge- 
nerall, but particular Perſpxs; eſpecially as their 
work 18 larger, and of more Generali capcernment. 
Publique Perſons they bejog themſelves of Pyblique 
intereſt, and the Good and welfare of the Publiqug 
being ia ſome manner weapt np in tem, they doe 
therefore accordingly partake of the Benefit, and 
comfort of thoſe pramiles, which are made to Pub. 
lique Relatjons, whether in Church or Common 
wealth. Magiſtrates,,ui the Jilchargeof their places, 
and Miniſters. tathe diſcharge gf theirs z The Dis 
fence of the City, it.is the Defencealſo of ther who 
aze in aſpeciall, aad;more then ordinary;confiderati- 
on comprehenged ja ke; And ttus ye ſhall find itto 
be {et even-by.the Sgripture.it-lelfe in thoſe Ingoy- 
ragements, which . arei\therejn- given unto them. 
Thus .in Gads:exprefſion:to Faſhuz, Joſh. 1. 5. There 
ſhall nat any wan be able to Stand before thee all the dayes 
of thy life, As I'was with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee, I 
will not leave.theemor forſake. thee. And thus:in Gods 
expreſſion to Parl. Ats 18.9, 10. Be not affraid, but 
[peake, and hold uot thy peace; For 1 ans with thee, and 


#oman-ſhall ſet .on thee-to burt thee; For I have pmuch- 


peopleinrhis City, I have.much-geoplein this/City 5 
what was.this to. Pawls protection ? Les very much 5 
not. only -by takiog it.of thoſe, which were, Gods 


peoplealready, andi{olikely totakehis part.again(t 
| 0; 
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thoſe, which would ſet themſelyes againſt him : 

bur eſpecially underſtanding it of thoſe, which were ; 

Gods peoplein decree, to beconverted, and wrought 
| upon by Paxlin his Miniſtry, which could not con- 
| ſiſt with thetaking away of the Apoſtles life before 
that work was done by him. This 1s the great ad- 
vantage of thoſe, which are the ſervants of God ; 
that their 1-ployment is their ſecurity; and the more 
buſineſſe they have to doefor him, the more defexce 
they ſhall receive from him. And this for the Defen. 
ded, This City, 1 the full acception, and confiderati- 
ſ on of it. Gl 2 | 
ſi Now as forthe Defendant, that is hereexpreſt to 


| | you Defen” Le God himſelfe. It hath been intimated, and imply- 
| 
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ed hitherto in that wbich we have ſpoken all this 
while of the Defence, and Proteftion it ſelf. But we 
. may here now take a more particular view and no- 
j tice of it. It is not ſaid only : 17s Eity ſhall be Hefens 
[8 ded ; which had been enough, as to the ſafety of the 
lf | place 3 but Twill defend this City, as pointing our 
| the Principall Author, and: Actor in the defence of 
| | it, 7t is God, and he alone that is; to any purpoſe. the 
Defender of the City, 7 the 'Lord dockeepit.' I'will 
water it every moment, leaſt any hurt it, Twill keep it 
night and day, as heſpeaks concerning his' Vineyard, 
Iſa. 27.3. Ir 1s true indeed, God does commonly 
| make uſe of others to this purpoſe both Angels and 
ll! men, which are Creatures. Magiſtrate; they are in 
| A their places, and ex officio the Defenders of the City, 


— PO arnopo—y mma 


| " and therefore called in Scripture the Shzelds of thy 
Earth, Plal. 47. 9. Becauſeas a Shield does defend the - 
ji Perſon that bears it, and by taking the blow it ſelf 
ZIEI does ward it off from him that uſes it, even ſo. alſo 
E114. Governonrs in the execution of their places, are _ 
| | ons 
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ſons of great ſecurity to the People that partake of 
them.  Soalfo Comnſellowrs and men ofadvice, they 
areinlike manner men of Prote&:on. Wiſdome, ( (ayes 
. Solomon is a Defence and, money is a Defence 5, but the 
Exccllency of knowledge is that wiſdome giveth life to 
them that have it 5 which #zoney without wiſdome'can- 
not doe, though wiſedowe can ſom<times without 
that : The poore wiſe man by his wiſdome delivered the 
City. Eccleſ. 9.15. And inthe multitude of Connſel- 
lours is ſafety. Prov. 11. 14: and Prov. 24. 6. Watch- 
2, and inferiour officers; they havea ſhare alſo in 
this defence;But yet theſe and all others with thm, 
they fetch their ſtrength and afliſtance from God, Ex- 
cept the L O RD build the houſe, they labour in vaine that 
build it, except the LORD keep the the City, thewatch- 
man watcheth but in vaine. It 1s God muſt help the 
Builders ; and its God muſt keep the Keepers, and it is 
God muſt watch the Watchers : It we defire to have 
an Houſe, it is he that muſt raiſe it ; and if we deſire 
to keep an Houſe, it 18 He that muſt watchit : It can 
neither goe up, without him, nor yet Fad without 
him, neither an Hoxſe, nor whole City it ſelfe. We 
finde as I ſaid 1n the Pſalme before alledged, that 
Magiſtrates are call'd the ſhields 9 the Earth,but yet in 
the ſame place theſe ſhields are ſaid to belong to God. 
Th: y belong to God to make them,and they belong 
to God to keep them.andthey belong to God to ufe 
them, and to waxage them, and to defend with them. 
A ſhield in a weak hand, 1s to little purpoſe but is eafi- 
ly ſtruck out and remooved, yea, bur therefore doe 
theſe hold upon Gqd, without which they areall in 
valine. { 4. by J tf 
*  Andasalldefence js jn vain without God, fo none 
1s1n vaine with him ; whenſoever he undertakes it, 
C there 
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The Safety of Feraſelew. 
there is, and ſeoutity enough even frombis 
how HS This 4s aHo hinted to'us mm the Scope, 
and drift of the Text, where this 7 isto be taken not 
onely ſimply but emphatically, The Lord bevefor 
the comfort of his people, who were now Bfulted 
over by their enemyes, and apt to: bedannted by 
them ſets dimſelſe In a way ofoppaſitioz to all corl- 
trary attempts, as aſufficient bu/werk agatolſt them. 
What's Sexxacherib to me £ And what's Ribſbakeh 
to 7c 2 Or what's all 4fgria ta meP my longas Thave 
taken uponme this Cty forthe defenoeatnd protec. 
tion ofat, what eyillican now happen wato it ?'o 
what Emery in the afſaulting of tt,can privaric apataſt 
it? Tf God be for it, who can beaguimſi#? Or thebe 
to what purpoſe ? | 
This is further obſervable from the # anſall, FOR 
in the beginning of the yerle whithjovnes this, att] 
the foregoing together 3 It was ſaid Yhere,that Iſhuy - 
fhould not cone into'this City mor fot a arrow there 
or come before it, 8c, Now # mightbedemunded, 
what might be the ground of lomuch iconfidence ith 
the conliceration vfſo much adwnzcr ? This is Here 
anfwerd 4n the Text. For /willdefend'this Ciry,, 
&c. It is no matter what may be 'the'Darzer, fo 
long as God is the Defender, untundertaker, for de- 
Hverance from it, which'holds as in eſe bf Prcyyer, 
ſo allo of all cthereyilts betides, wherher ficktrefles, 
or famins,ordefolations;or whatever we can'trame ; 
Forafmach as the: Lord bath lf theſe 5 his 'own 
kang,and they -ate at 6x dwfpofins therefore may the 
people of God 'ih an holy manner tfiomph over 
them,and affurethemfelves ſofarr forth as is fitting 
of preſervation from them. Thisis that which the 
P/al-mift bottoms on, and teaghes ## to bottom on'to, 
Pſa, 
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Pſah 145-9. 0 Ifreellirafs 31s the Lord, he is theis help 
and thar field > O houſe of Aaron truſt the Lord, he 

7s their help and theiv ſhield, Te that feare the Lord iruſt 
in the Lord, he is their belp, andth:ir ſhield. It is thrice 
repeated, for the better carrying of our minds there- 
unto. - And thus much of the mercy ſignified, as 
confiderable in the Specification, or ſimple Propofiti- 
on of it: For 1 will defend this City. 

The fecond.: is in the Amplification of Extent, in 2. The 4»- 
theſe words; | To ſavezte This is addedtothe for- Pification. 
mes by way of farther inlargement,and explanatioit 
ofit. Aadtherearetwothings confidezable in' ic ; 
Eirſt, The Effcacy of this D<=fence what it is, where- 
unto it at#4ines, And Secondly, The end of this De-" 
feace, what it is whereunto it drives, and which ts. 
px@pounded. in it, and it is falvatzor in either | of / 
them, I'S ; | 

-Fiaſt,' For the Egicacy or effect of it, the thing ,_;,, E#- 
whereuato'it xeacties ov attaines, and'that is tofave ;, ca, 
This is marethen-ean þe faid ofall defendings the 
world, they doe-net all cadin javiryg, there's many a 
Pevjox, and Place, and Gity, which is held'up for a 
while, which yer at' laſt is not preſery'd 5 becaufe 
thee is not fo-much Power, or ſtzenigth or abilicy, as 
will amount tothe preferying of its yea, butwhere 
Godranget takes, it1s-fo,. where ever :he will defind 
he faves; where he defends In the arrdertaking, he 
ſaves alſo intheaccomplifiment. According to: that 
agazine ta the prophet, 5.31 5. Defending alſo he 
mill deliver, awd paſfingouzr be will preſeroe. So Ia 26; 1 
In that day ſhall this Song be fung i the Land of Judah ; 

We have @ ſtrong City, Saloution-will God: prepaveſfor 
Wadks and Bulwarkes 5 His arme brought Salvation. 
Ia. 39. 26. SHAd SFHI and fee bis falvation, Exod. 1.4. 
? C 2 13. This 
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The Safety of Fernſalem. 
T his is the excellency of the Lord; That he ir{wwighty 
t0ſave. Ia. 63.1. His hend is not ſhorineathat it carn-- 
not ſave, I{a. 59. 2.No, Bat bes able toſuve to theutter- 
moſt thoſe that come to him, both in ſpiritualls and * 
temporalls too. | WISE ES 1 
This accordingly teaches his people to expett it 
from him, not to {7*tit the holy one of 1ſraehl, or to call 
in Queſtion his power,to this purpoſe,as the diſtruſt. 
full, and unbelteving 7/raclites, ſometime did, but to 
embrace jt, and to depend upon jt. As the Church, 
Ifa. 25.9. Loe this is our God, we have waytedfor him, 
aud he will ſave ws < This i: the L O R D, we have way- 
ted for him ; we will be glad and rejoyce in bis ſaluatione 
There's none that eyer yet truſted, and depended 
upon God, as they ſhould doe, who were fruſtratett- 
in thtsparticular. The Eord is nigh unto all them that: 
call upon him, to all that callupon him in truth. He wilt 
jalfill the deſere of them that feare him, He'will alſo heare 
their cry, and will ſave them. He will ſave them in the 
a&twall accompliſhment of ſalyation roi'them. 1 
; Thisis the difference now betwixt God and men- 
in this reſpect ; Mer they can uſe the canes, but they 
capnot promiſe the ſ#cceſſe : They can ſet upon the 
wndertaking but they cannot aſfure the Per fomance; 
Phyſitians 'can- give Phyſicke, but they cannot give 
Health, and'Hagiſtrates can give Ajſeſtance, but they- 
cannot give De/:veraxce,yea, but the Lord he can doe 
all theſe; Health and Vifory. and Protection, and 
Salvation it ſelfe; not onely in the Emdeavorr but in 
the:Evert, defend to ſave;as tothe Efficacy,or Effe@ of 
it, that's the Firſt Exphication. Rs 3 
 Fhe Second is the End, or intent. T will defend it 
toſave it, as fignifiing Gods gracious aime, and drift, 
ia thedefending of it. There are defendings fome- 
—_ times 


Ce er ee re ere III eee 


The Safety of Feruſaltm. 
times which as they doeftot alwayes end in Salvati- 
on, ſo neither doethey alwayesterdco ſalvation, but 
rather to ſomewhat elſe, which is either contrary or 
different from it. Thus Enemies they ſometimes de- 
findthoſe perſons whom they rake captive in War, 
bat it is not ſo mucho ſuverrhemy as ratherto make 
advantage of them, and-ſometimes advantage againſ# 
them, to abuſe them, and to exerciſe fo much the 
greater cruelty upon them, as'the Philiſtines did with 
S2mpſon whom they keptto make themſelves Sport, 


znd to inſult fomiich thermore. over him\.' Judg. 16, 


28. Thus we ſee how that all defending, or keep- 
ing, it hath not /aving with it, Andas not with wer, 
So not with God neither. The Lord hedoes not de- 
tend ſome people al wayesto ſavethem, but rather in 
Tedignation towardsthem. He keepes them from 
one Judgmentriat hermayrelerve them foranother, 


and that for'a worſe; keepes them from: the Peſtilence, 


that he may deliver th:mtothe Famine,delivers them 


from. 'the Famine, that 'he- may; givethemyptothte 


«wrt, he fhilts bnd changes their puniſhments bur 
does not remove them, or take them away. Accor- 
, ding to that expreſſion, Ifa. 24. 17, 18. Feare and the 
pit, and the ſnare are upon thee, O Inhabitant of the earth, 
Ant it (ball come to paſſe, that he who fleeth from the noiſe 
of the feare,ſhall fall into the Pit, And he that cometh out of 
the midſt of the Pit, ſhall be taken in the ſnare. Here's 
now defending, and evading, but yet ſtyl Salvation 
farr enough from it either in the thing/it ſelfe, or in 
the intention-of him that vouchſafes itzyea but here 
in the Textit ts otherwiſe, when the Lord ſaies concer- 
ning Jeraſalem, that he willl defend that to ſave it,he 
ſignifies that he will-defendie withthe greateſ# benefit 
and advantage to it. as he ſpeaks ſometimes to 4-\ 
en WY | braham 
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Zryall of our 
Condinmns. 
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The - fafety of Jeruſalem, 
brukan. Bljjng Ewill blefeyhee, and wultiplying 1 will 
anwitiphy thee; that tbe, L will make thoſe things which 
are Bleffings au Hrecresſe, in the ſhew, and purport of 
them,to be fo tndeed, in the Evert and Ffg:&,rbat thou 
maift finde rhem to be fo to thy /elfe, in thy owne 
experience. - This is that which God promiſes to: his 
peopte in hisdefending of them... Indeed they ſome- 
times make other mnterpretations of it ;a5 if he defer» 
ded them to deftroy them, rather then to ſave them. 
As the Iſraelites mw their aneromrring and. repining 
temper- He brought xr out of /#gypt,that he might de- 
09 #8 its the Waldern:ſſe- Yea, but it. was not fo for 
all rhat ; God. had other intentions tawards them. 


. T know the thonghts that F fÞinks towards yor, (faith rhe 


-87VE JOU AMCX = 
end, Jer. 29.1t., Men in their curtefies they 
aremany Ones falfr and uneertaiy © Ithey doc one 
kindneffe, they'l daefometimes imo nnkindueſjes for 
a.Perhaps, unkindnefles it. Tino Panaos vel dg. 
2 ferentss. but it is novſa with God, Hedefendsto faves 
and he faves in. defending, eſpecially ſuch as.;ane. his 
people, and'belong unto: hin. 01-11. Av ; 

_ Fhis is a very great bappinefſe, and anfwerably 
ſhould be purſued: by us 3 we ſhanld examine 'not 
onely what we have, but upan what teaxzms we bave it, 
to ſee thar'tt be in mercy and! love, and. as a fruit of 
Gods:good-willl rawards ug andas reliſhing his favor 
in je-rhiewe may-judge according as.we arcany thin 
made better by it, and doe any thing better with ix 
Then are mercies: ſawing, whenthey aze ſa difying, 
and ſaniFfied tam; Thewthey archeltowed tn favor, 
when theyaremmproxed infruatfulnege, and. made ir- 
conragewents to further uſctulneſſe and cheerfulneſle, 
and'activity im Godsfervice; otherwile we ſhall © in 

' but 


Lord) thoughts of peure,and not of evillyo 


- 
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. The: faftsy- of . Jerwiſalem. 
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b& lietle comfort or fatyfattion fromthe, but even 


or blefſinmerwil be varfianto 197. Malach. 9.2; which 
is the tad conditien of many wicked and uegedly 
Perſonis;God difends them not (omuch ro {woe them 
as rather to harden them, and ſo ar laſt trorainethem, 
7)al. 92,7. ':when-the wicked fpring-as the grafle, 
ahdall the workers of 1niguity dy flouriſh, it 16 that 
they ſha?l be deSroped for ever.but as tor the Servant s 
of Gvd, hedoesnor deale fo with them, God hath 
rot appointed them to wrath, but to Salvation, as thre 
tnyine end of his diſpenfations towandsthem, which 
he promiſes here vo 'this Cry of Fullubs 1 willdefend 
this City to SAFE it. 

For a ferther opening and inlargeiag ofthis pre- 
fent paflageto us,we may hoeremovreover rakemotice 
of the Natwe and quality of themercy itfulf:and that 
rs not of delroty ng inercy, but of prozartingnnercy. be 
3 notfaid I will wfewthis CayburlT will defer Mit, 
nor #* js not ſaid, T will rwcwer this City, but T with 
preſerve \t, Tr ts not ſaid 1]c kerthe ffrimmoomeyy, 
and when' he: hath ben in ſor awhile, .nad donehis 
pieafure in fr, Fiethen expell him, andidravebin on 


_ ofit againe, no, bur I will:not faffgrhim fo mach 5 


to eter Into; It, m "the two verſes before the Text. 
He ſhall not come mio this City wor fliwot an arrow there, 
mor come bifoveit'wh flnelds; norrufta bunke, uourreft x, 
By the.» ay Hut heyatne; by thefameſhallbeveturne, undl 
ſhallnot enter ##to the City faith whe Lord See there, 
He fall rot: come into #;He-ſhallyot epmee wtto it vie" twice 
repeated totnike frmavre remarkable; and rhat uifo 
with" the CirenmſInnecs of ſt, aver )boutiatvt, nor bo 

it, not Enearnp about it, ſuch: 1sTheverdernefſedt 
God towards Yis prople, as'to/keepoff thlumivies 


1 Thell. $5.9. 
The nature of ; 


the ine'cy. 


from then, | Ages AR. 
| | 3. yd This. 


1. Preventing- 


| 2 Cor. 4. 16. 


: -, This is to be obſerved by them,; where tis; apd 
tobe acknowledged . with: greater Thankfulneſle. 
Preventing mercies are the greateſt mercies of all : 
though ſuch is our weakzeſſe,' and corruption, thact 
weare not alwayes ſo ſerſ/zb/e of them, nor doe fo 
much Jay them to heare.: we are commonly more 
apprehenſive of Deliverances, then weare of Preſer- 
vations; of health recover'd, then we are of health 
continued ; and of ſafety or plenty-reſtored, rather 
then of eicher of them maintair'd (iill uvious. But 
that is rather I ſay from our Iafirmity, then from 
the Nature of the things themſelves. If we take the 


thing {imply in it ſelf, ſo comtiruance 1s more then ' 


reſtauration becauſe it hath the ſweetneſle of the Good 
in it, without experiences of the contrary Evil. In. 
deed in fomecaſes, and accidentally, the /atter may 
be much better thentthe former, and the reſtoring of 
a comfort, may be a greater inercy then the Conſtart 
injoyment ; when as ramely occaſionally from the 
temporary waxt of that Comfort a mans Heart is 
made ſo much thebetter; As when from ſome in- 
termiſſion of Health, a man has his Spzrit hereby the 
more ##ortified, and crucified, and eſtranged from 
the world, and he growes ſtronger in. the iuward 
man, whichis hence.renewed day. by day ; here the 
recovery maybe more happy. then ghe 6 ontinuance z 
But yet abſira@ly.and in theinature of the thing, eſ- 
pecially alike /anGified to us, ſo itis otherwiſe and 
to be apprehended by. us: we ſhould . have our 
hearts much drawn out in -Thankfulneſle for, Gods 
with. bolding of Evills from us, as it was. here .with 


this City before us. : He did not reſcue chem ſo much. 


as defend them 53 It was not reſtoring mercy, but pre- 
ſerving ; Not delivering mercy, but preventing. 
IN 6 Againe 
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The Safety: of Feruſulens 
-\Againefarther; Take d#dmore! Te Was nbt deter- 
mined mercy, but indefinite; 1 will defend this City to 
ſave itz; To lave it? from what? It may be you 
will ſay fromthe fury,'and rage ofthe King of 4fiyri- 
.a; from theoppreſiions of a forraine Pnemy. It is 


true indeed; that: was the o2caſpan, and the maine. 


'and principall thing that was here intended, but 
yet that was not all. To defend and//ave, it is an ex- 
preſſion of large. Extext, and comprehends any 


'things in it. 'Thoſe who are kept from the Evills of 


warr, are kept from worethen warr it ſelf, as having 
many other Evills with it, and conſequent to it. 
Now this was the State and condition of this people, 
and Gods carriage towards them. His mercy it was 
Jul, and compleat 3 Hedid not only defend them, 
but-ſave them3 Not reitore them only; but preſerve 
them ; Not preſerve them from oe Evill, but from 
many #ore together with it; from the Sword of 
their Enemies, with all the miſchief attending upon 
it, Thus as in matter of Judgement where God be- 
gins, hewillmakean#zd, foalſoin matter of wercy, 
where.he andertakes, :he' will fully accompliſh, and 
bring to perfeQtion. - - if 

And ſol have done with the firi7 Generall part of 
the Text which 1s the-mercy ſignified both 1n the 
Specification and the Extent, Iwill defend this City to 


ſave it. 


The Second is the Grownd, or Motive for the con- 
ferring of it, and that is doubles; The one taken 
from God himſelf; For mine own ſake, and the other 
taken from his/ſervant 5' For ary ſervant Davids ſ; ake. 

We begin with the Firſt, viz. Theargument ta- 
ken from God himſelf: For mine own (het where 
three things more by way of explication : Firſt, 

D For 


17 


2 Indefimite. 


The ſecond Ge- 
nerall, 


| 

| | TI . A'guement For mMY-; $4644 of ſ9kfts: far the'Honour of "my" free 
| Fonvetbim- Go.ll "Secpndly, 'for my Ghvier ſake, For the ho- 

' 


ſelfe. 


nour of my Greaf; Names Fhirdly,..For; my. 7reths 
ſake; For the honour of my 4acient promiſe. 
Firſt, .Farmy eercrcs ſake g:for. the-honourof my 


| 2. Fw my free Graces The beſt account af GodsaRtions isthar 


ey. which is reſglv'd into himſelf, butt it holds:good of 


if zone more then of bis ations of Goodweſſe, and Fa- 
Wi; - vour. Theſe take the chiefcſt riſe from h12w/el7;, as 
| | 'Theſ. 7, ro the Gropud ofthem., Exen ſo.0 Father becauſe it ſeemed 
Wl; ' © good: im iþy fight, Mat, 83, 26+: It is true; of ſprritual, 


\| SF and eternall lalvation, more eſpecially, of Gods de- 


fending and ſaving from He#, and from mrath to 
| come, God does this tor his owe ſake indeed; bur it 


| | is truealſoof falvation, 'which 1s Temporal/,,and fo 


of this in, the Textz -whea the Lord would ſhew a 
reaſon of his Favour,and kindnetie to this people in 
preſerving them from the Violence of their Ene- 
mies, He {ayes F will defend this City to fave it for 
amine onn fake. + on, 2 itn 141] 
When it is faid here 5 For zvive own ſake; We are 
totakethis expreſſion with reſtri#iom, fignarter, &5- 
Exclefrvee excluſive ; Tt ſhutts out this people themſelves as a- 
"NY. wotiver, ar arguments hereunto. For mine own 
ſake, that 16nat for thetrs,, Thus Ezeh. 36. 22, rdoe 
zot this. fop your fake, @ Honſe of 1ſratl, but for nine holy 
Names ſake. And againe v. 32. Not for your ſakes do. 
1 this ( faith the Lord God) be it known unto you. 


Fn And heretwothings more. Firſt, Nothing in you 


to:deſerge k9-much from me. Secondly, .Much in-you: 

to deſerve.the contrary from me ; nothing on your 

part.of weritt, why it ſhould be : much on-your part 
ef provocation, why it ſhould xot be. 

\ Firſt, Nothing 40 you of werit todeferve it, It 

| is 
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Is the Canceitof molt kind of men, when they have 1. Nometitin 
any thing more then ordinary from the hands of them. 


God, that it is from ſome ſpaciall-#or:b jn them- 
ſelves3 And fo it is likely God ſaw that it was rea- 
dy to be with this people; for which cauſe he puts in 


this Caveat to prevent ſuch a miſtake in them, 


Loke I7, 10, 


when we have done all wecan, we muſt needs ſay we are 


unprofitable ſervants - we have done no. more then was 


' our Duty to doe, nor fo muchas that, 47 ow righteouſ. 


23'{ſe but us a renſtruoss cloth, and as filthy ragges. 
Secondly, . Theres much alſo of Pravcation, and 


cOtfA IBATIONL GA. arit, (0 a great. ale 
lo. af | 2, 


_ merit 


of derrerit,, We are lg. tar fromdeſerving jrom © 
that we are obnoxious g him, and give him dayly 


occaſion (if he would take. occaſion - us ) 


denhiee Fug conſume, and deſtroy us. Thus 1t. was 


WIT 
HEAT beg him to anger from day today by their 
continuall abomnations, and yet notwithſtznd-» 
ing he follow<d them with his mercies 3 He. ſuffe. 
ku. þ hx with a great dee of Patience, and bore 
with. their manners in their pildpage drpwop3pnctyz Or 
7ppgpropurey, 2s, a. Nurſe beareth or feegeth her children, 
Ads 13. 41., Doing ao conn forthem, even 
whates.they were fulloffrowardnelle, and rebellion 
againſt hizze, This 1s Gods way, and manner of dif- 
penſatien.. ” ER ns PR 

From whence we may. therefqre. learne accaſio- 
nally how to deale with. him, and to. addrefle qur 
felves to.bum for any thing which: we ſtand in need 


is people ofFſrael: It is nated.of them, that. 


Eſay. $4. 6. 


2, Mach te. 


Dire&im. 


of. Alas, when we lookupon owr ſelues, and. our ' 


owndeſervings, there is nothing at.all, which may 
incourage us, nay there ismuch rather which may 
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1. How to dea! 


+ difbeartenus, and keep us off; yeabut heres now an * 9% 
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'The Safety of Fernſ, alem. 
argument which will take, and prevaile with him 
from bis mercy, aud: free grace, and accordingly we 
ſhould uſe it to him. Lord, ifthou wilt nor doe it 
for exr ſakes, yet do.it at leaſt for thine on; Theres 


nothing in # to movethee, but theres a great deale 


in thy ſe!f : Our deſerts are none, our provocations are 
many, but thy grace 1s aboyethem all : And there- 


 foreaccording to the multitude of thy tender mer. 


2: How with 


utan, 


3. Tim. 2: 13+ 


Eſay 63. $e 


cies be gracious,to.us ; ſeeing God will-:dofor it him . 


ſelf, let us not looſe ſuch an argument as this is for 
prevailing with him. Thus'we ſhall find the'church 
to doe, Jer.'14..7- 0 Lord though our iniquities te$tific 
againſt us, doe thou it for thy Namiz ſake, for our bachſli- 
dings are many,. wee have ſinned againſt thee.. And ſo 
David in his own particular ; For thine Names ſake 0 
Lord pardon mine iniquity for iris great As knowing 
that this would work upon him, where nothing 
elle would. CO OT I OT a CRLTY ID 
And here as we havean argument to preyaile with. 
Iabours toYiſcourage us from the ſuggeſtion of our 
own amwortbineſſe, we may herete]l bir | 


and cannot deny himſcIf. 
Aga1ne, For. his mercies ſake, that is, for his bow- 


ells, and out of regard to his own compaſſrons, which. 


never faile, God will ſave his people; as being him- 


felf intereſted 1n their ſufferings, and afflicted in alt 


their afflictions; From whence he js ready to ſay 


with Efther, How ca I indure to ſee the deStrnion of my 
people, Eſther 8: 6, And that's the firſt explication 5 


For mime onnſake,i. e. for my mercies fake, For the ho- 


OWE * 


God, foan anſwer to retyrne upon Satar, when he 


| _ him, that It is 
not upon ſuch ter-es that we deale ' with God, but 
upon the account of his own mercy, and'grace ;, Let: 
#- be what wewil be, yet he ſtill abides the ſame, 
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The Safety of Feruſalem.. 
zour of my Free Grace | 
Secondly, For mine owne ſake, that is, for my 


s # 


Gloryes ſake, For the honour of my great Name, The 
preſervation of Gods people is for the glory of God 

himſelte, which therefore carryes hiorto it : And 

that in two reſpcas._ Firſt, For his Glory, which 

woutd be otherwiſe negle&ed ; He would have elſe 

noneto ſerve him 5, Secondly, For his Glory whick 

would be otherwiſe polluted 5 He would have elſe 

many to blaſpheme him. 

\ Firſt, God preſerves his people for his glory, 
which would be otherwiſe zegleFed ; He would 
have elfe nonetoſervehim. Take away the Church 
of God, and ye take away the Service of God,deſtroy 


his People, and ye conſequently deſtroy his Worſhip 


and his Name which is advanced by them, and by 
them aloze. As forthe reſt of the World, which are 
altogether ſtrangers to him, they care not what'be«: 
comes of him, nor of any honour which is done un. 
ro him : It is the Charch which is called by his Name; , 
bywhom his Name # called upon. Now therefore as 
they are tender of hizz; even fo is he alſo of them.,ups 
on the ſame conſideration, As Sammll tells the 1ſra. 
elites, 2 Sam.12+ 22. The Lord will not forſake his peo. 
ple, for his great Names ſake, becauſe it hath pleaſed the 
Lord to make you his people. And ſoPſal. 132. 13. 
The Lord hath choſen Zion he hath deſired it for his hab:»: 
tation ; This i my reſt forever, here will I dwell; &c. 
It is ſpoken in reference to the Arke, and tothe. 
Temple, in the dedicatiunof it, The Arke, of God ic 
bath a Bleſſ»g of preſervation withit, which belongs 
unto it. 2; 54m. 6. 12. The Lord hath bleſſed the houſe 
of Obed-E donr and all that pertaine unto him, becauſe of 
the: Arke of God, The ſame Priviledge alſo _ 
i 


2k 


2 Formy 


Glory. 


1. Leſt it be 
negleFed, 


2. Left it be 


polluted, 


{mprovernent, 


x- Bzthe 
Church, 


The. fofety of Jeruſalem. 


the GoſpeU, and Evangellicall Adminiſtrations in the 
right uſe and improvement of them,to wit a preſerv- 
ing Efficacy tothe oztryes and Cityes, wherein they 
are, fo fart forth: as God 1s zealous for his Glory,and 
the continuance of bis worſbip 1a the world to far 
forth $31] he defend bis people, where his true wor- 
ſhip and fear is maintain'd in the powerand purity 
of tt. Es % Py 
Secondly, For bis Glory, as who would elle haye 
many to blaſpheme him, It God ſbould not defend 
his people, his enemies would beready to reproach 
him, This is that which they have been ready tall 
to doe upop the leaſt adyantage, we need to goe 
go..further for an inſtance then the occaſion, ofthe 
Text it ſelfe, in Senacherib and Rahſhakeh, 1a. 36.,15. 
Let uot. Hegekiah wake y0uto truſs in the LOB D,ſaging, 
The-Lord will ſurely deliver ws , This City ſhall not he dq- 
livered &c. Where are they amongſt all the Gods that the 
Lord ſhow/d deliver Jeruſalem out of mine band*eherenow 
were progokeing ipecches, even tothe diſhonour of 
God himſelf,aod therefore it concern'd him.to beſtir 
bimſelfe, and. to deliver. bis. pegop;e for bis Names 
ke. Thus: have. the ſervants of God ſometimes 
made-it an, argumentto.bim:z As Moſer Interced! 
for the Iſraelites, Numb. 14, 15. Now if thou, ſhalt 12 


all this. people as one man, then. t he NATIONS mhich 


have beard the fame of thee will ſpeake ſaying, Becauſe the 
Lord mas n9t. able to bring this people into #he. Land, which 
be (meare anto them, therefore hath he ſtain. them, &©, 
And: ſo Exod, 32. 12. Wherefore (ould the. ©gypti- 
aws ſap, fon miſchiefe did he bring, thers aut.to ſlay, them, 
&c. Aud'ſo. Jaſimab, in; their diſcomfiture at, 4, 
Joſh. 7.95 The Canaauites and.all the inhabitants of the 

| Land 


oy 
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The ſafety of Fernſalem. 
Land ſhall heare of it, and environ #8 r ound, 6c. And 


the Name of God (| as ready otherwife to be blajphe- 
awed by his enemies) is improved for the prote&ion of 
his people. 1 t 78 

\ And av it has been improved by them to: him, ſo 
it hath alfo been conſidered by htmſelfe, even. of his 
owne accord, as yee may fee in Deut, 32. 26, 27. 
Speaking there of the peoplefot 7fre1, 7 /aid 7 would 
ſcatter them into corners, 1would make the remembrance 
of them: to ceaſe from among men,mereit not that I feared 
the wrath of the enemy, leſt the adverſaries ſhould b:have 
themſelves jirmgely, and leaf they ſhouldſay, our hand 5s 
hich, and the Lord hath not done all this, Gods people 
are ſometimes accidentally fo farr forth beholding to 
t hier enemyes, as that thetr tntollerable inſolences 
doe mave God to keep them from theſe evils,which 
otherwiſe for their owxe provocations would fall 
upon them. The Blaſpherrges of the Adverſary they 
are: the ſhelter and defence of the Church; for mine 
anne ſake, (1... ec.) for my gloryes ſake, tor the honour of 
my Great Name ;that on the one (ide it may be advay. 
ced, and that on the other {de it may not be blaſphe- 
med, Thats the Second explication, 

Thirely, For mine owne jake ; that is, for my 

Truths ſake, tor the glory of mine Ancient promiſes 


23 


2. By Ged 
himſe fe, 


3. For my: 
Truth: 


The 1/raehtes they were people of Gods Covenant, - 


whom he had bound and irgaged himſelfe to, by 
many gracious and comfortable promiles for the 
deliverance and preſervation of them 5, and now 
therefore in referrence to theſe, will he defend them- 
to ſavethem, God hath magnified his word,that is: 
his promiſe above all his Name, Plal. 138. 2, Now 


this is that which He ſo much ſtands oÞ, and makes 
\ tt: 


24 


Temporall 
Promiſes. 


r.0f proteZF» 


t1on In Gener. 
«ll. 


2. In Parti- 
cular. 


1, From ſick- 
neſſe, 


2, From Fire. 


The Safety of Feruſalem. 
it an argument to himſcife. The NAH E. of the 
LORD is a ſtrong Tower, the righteous run untoit and 
are ſafe. Prov. 18.10. What's the Ne of God? 
It-is the Trxe and faithfull one, The God that keeps 
Covenant. That's a great letter in his Name ;, and 
very muchtor the Comfort of his People, He as faith- 
fall that bath promiſed, Heb.1y0. 23. His Truth ſhall be 
thy ſhield and backler,Pjal. 9%. 4, How is the {ruth of 
Goda ſhield? Namely, as included 1n his Premiſe, 
which ingages him tothe-proteCtion of his people, 
according as he hath declaxed himwſelfe to them, and 
that in-all ſorts of conditions, John 5. 19. He ſhall de- 
liver thee in ſix troubles and in ſeven there ſhall no evill 
touch thee, In famine he ſhall redeeme thee from Death, 
and in Warr = the power of the Sword, Thou ſhalt be 
hid from the Scourge of the 1ongue,. At deſtru@ion and 
famine thou ſhalt laugh, So Plal. 91. 5. Thou ſhalt not 
be affraid of the terrour by night, nor of the arrow that 
fleth by day, nor of the Peſtilence that waſteth in dark- 
zeſſe, nor of the Deſiru@ion that walketh at. noon-day, 4 
thouſand ſhall fall at thy ſide, and ten thouſand at thy 
right hand but it ſhall not come nigh thee... 
And againe, When tho paſſeſt through thewaters, 1 
will be with thee, andthrough the rivers they ſhall not o- 
verſlow tbee, when thou walkeſt through the fire thou ſhalt 
not be burnt, neii her ſhall the flame kindleupon thee, Ila. 
43- 2. In theſe and many ſuch Scriptures have we 
the promiſes of Temporal! proteftion made tothe 
people of God, and the Lord does an{werably hold 
himſelfe to betyed and bound up by ther, ſo farr 
forih as may. beſt conſiſt with the Glory of his own 
holy Name, and the greateſt Good and Berefit of his 
people, and accordingly likewiſe may his people 
depend apon him for it, Lord remember thy Promiſe un- 
to 
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291th rp upon wc ha eps TT, FL 
119. 49. Formine on Takt&thaehs, for By rowiſe, 
That heThird Ex icarioh; AwdTo' AH 
ofthe Argziment, fo you Warr : "ind iop 
'of jg people, to wit; which taken ah: 
Phe Second” israken His Servany: ©: 4 5 Jay my 
 ervinr Divide 'f ake, whire bifore We ye an oy Poriker e Second Argu- 
#1x9 bereby the way take natice of the Shes fp ment from Ds 
ourable 4ppe#arion,” which God''p pn David, 
- MF Servant Datbidive whs bs $0t pl gs Hbr it 
« was nor King 'David! bitt Biuvii Je "God 
cantot] ket David paſſe: wIHu's a Lia VP, Ou our > 
and God cannot puta greater Hunour'gpon Devid 
-then'by'calling bim bis SeVinr, God) Servetl, fit is 
thebeſt Tithe; and-it 39'the beſt may thete Ton In the Thing 
Jikeuntoit Not but'that there are re Titles nd it ſelfe, 
fabh as atefn their places alſo Honourable;nd a Men 
tobe acktiowledged by us(Kl:gion does not deſtroy 
civility but rather Cs put thisis the Higheſt - 
. FR ofall; eſpecially in a Spiritnall ſenſe. © 
\ 'Thereare twothing5oblervablein' this txpreſ- 
Hors: Firſt, That David. was Gods Servant for the Gods Servant . | 
thingit ſclfe; And Secondly; That'God does here wo woes. 
ownie him, and acknowledge him robe ſo; as to the 
Title, and Apellation. 
Fart; 'He was'Gods Servant,” His Servant David, 
7 herewere two wayes in which David (4 akany O- x, As to bis 
ther beſides ) might be ſaid tobe the Servant of God, works © 
either in reference to hs Particular calling, and the | 
work wherein he was imployed, or in reference to 
his Gereral/ calling,and the trame and temper of his 
heart 1n it. 
Firſt, Asto his particul2r calling as a Magiſtrate, 
and Governour of Gods people, He was the Servant 
E 


of 


Wn hl 


_ the] by Gr nw oreageletegin 


2A} th, by | 


©97 It;” 


3s 7ropy $heivervice; this. the Honour 
e which my place of: publique ,Gover- 
hom, qt os merge 0: oe 


Sd yp wasGods Ser yand in re... 

11s plare, and Imployment, Se there elpeci- 
s Spirjhpod thefrgmedt his.heart, 

| Fe hich-made him.Gojds Sexvant-itzia 
WR Princeha { manney,. and; for: which-God dots 
Be IE ring lc him, Therg'sa' great deale of differ- 
Fw 2 Etwixt; my Seroant, David, and my feruart Ne- 
bncha n*«22ar,, we (hall fiadejn Scriptyte.that' Ne- 
buchade $24", was calld;Guds Sexvant; Fr: tÞ. 9. 
Nebuchadnezzor,' they King. of. Babylan my: Fervaut, 
Namely, as 4mployed by.God Fithat work; which 


' heuſed him.fox.,. here's not the worf men tharare 


but in a ſenſe they may be Gods Servamts, ſo faxr forth 
as he does maks; uſe, of them. for. the aqcompliſh- 
ment of thoſe Gracious cnds, which be -delignes to 
bicleſfe God 1 improves mapy-mens parts and-pows 
cr, and wiſedome, and 1atereſt, and.eſtates beyond 
the thoughts of their Owne minds z and ſo they are 
Servants to God in the matter,and. fubſtance oftheit 
Imployment. But this was not that whichſerved 
David, neither ſhould-it ſerve any cf u;, He wasthe 
Servant of God in another manner then ſo;and:thar 
3s in the Gracious frame of his ſoule, which was 

brought 


LON 27 
brqy F ” ee [ ing 
Davids: 1 _ v2 whigh de: mjaha Well (iy » 
hoot oma FTP Ng Rt ” 
thy Ser rhe be wEny Yin, IT 
Hrs 6k 


<<and pela be; pied hana 2, In the 4p- 
AN imtors as bg be b In . rela 
Thus Ged de] hes 6 Zo eaks. i 'Perlp 


Abraham — TR_ and Jacob .my Servont, and 


Moſes my SET 9&ſp $ of themas - 5 +4 
a great deal goals of tie bn lf Fierela5jon to.him ;He 
isnot nl d their God; northat they 


ſhould be Ned (PRA THE 

Yea, and. that alſo. even under ſome defeFs, ad 
infixmitio andjiimpertections, As David 'here.he had 
ſometime his Gulcrrlages, Fer truly.repenting; and 
turningto God, and becaminga. New-man,God owns 
him for his.integrity, and uprightneſle of heart,and 
reform'd conyerlation; My.Servant ſgill, (tl my Ser- 
vant, My ' Servant David, {o much for: that, 4k 

Naw for the Argument it ſelte, which is hereuſed, Thc 4r,wen 
For Pry ſervant Pavids fake, God Jaynes David with it ſe!fe, 
himſelfe as an argument for his goodneſle to his 
people; why for Davids.ſake? Namely, for his Co- 
venant with Da vid, and ſo it referrs. ta, that which 
welſpake of before, concerning his Truth, Thug Pſal. 

132.11. The Lord hath ſworn in truthto D 4 FFihe © 
will not turne from it, We might hereat large take 
notice of the Benefit, which Pofterity partake offrom 
their Godly and F aithfull Predeceſlors;even then, | 
when they are dead and deceaſed, D AVID was now 
gone, and in his graye many yeares ſince, yet this 
2 people 
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* after him, Hftur him, Yes 


Ob Safer of 'Ferieleim 
cople'theyfate theBettet for his ſake ; "nor forhis 
Feet yr i nee eo ie a 
Free FO bar bo aa in ane 
the CO YENANT whicki'was formerly made with 
him 4 Fernſalom foal row be kept, and preferycd for 
Davids 'ſake,' 1 of fo 5 he ey _ ro time. 
The jnft wan balks ine ble #ttedrity; Bis Childreh are ble 
fe bw, nr bam Yeah ſari, inn rf 
retice'th htm, God witl ſhew mercy unto thosſande, 
of them that feare him, even unto the Third and 
Fogrth Generation.” . Bo 


' te Siinay - Butthis mention her#of Devidin the Text hath 


lence, 


The Sure. 


ſomewhata fartherreach ih jr, then as yer we have 
ſpoket'unts;, and tharis asir points out Chriſt, of 
whom David was no more then a Type. And ſoit 
ſhewes us the true, 'and proper conveyance of all 
Go6d, and'comfort tothe Charch. Tn theſe twoex- 
Preffions before us: For nine. own ſakes; and for my 


ſervant Davids Jake © we have two main Principles of 


faith exhibired ro us; The one is the Spring, and 
Fountaine of our mercies : The other is, the Cox- 
duit-pipe, and'derivation.: The Spring, and Foun- 
raive, thats the free grate, wm of God ; 
He does it for his any ke. The Dirivation, or con- 
veyance thats the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, He does 
it for bis ſervant Davids ſake. vw 
The Summe of all is thts ; That all the Good, 
which Belecvers doe partake off from the hands of 
God, it comes totherh in the way of the New Cove- 
nant, which is founded in Chriſt ; Who hath the 
Throne of David hs Father given unto him, Lake 1, 33. 


And who ſets xpon this Throne and Kingdome toorder 


it, and to eStabliſh it for ever, Ia. 9. 6. 7. Chriſt, who 
was figured by David and deſcended from him ae- 


cording 


The Safety of Feruſalem. 29 

cordivg tothe Fleſh, he hath changed Davids temeps- 
rel Kingdome into an everlaſting, and ſpiritzall 
one; And for bis ſake will the Lord io this ſence 
defend Jerſalcm to ſave it,that is, keep and preſerve 
his true Church from all the Adverſaryes, and Fne- 
mies of it. 12 his dayes ſhall Judah be ſaved, and Fern 
ſalem ſhall dwell ſafely, and this is the Name wherewith 
he ſhall be called The LOKD' OUR RIGHTEQUSNES, 
Jer. 23. 6. and 33» 16. 

Here's the great ſafety, 4nd ſecurity ofthe Church 
of God, that it ſtands upon a Covenant made with = = of 
the Som of God. God cannot break with Chrif?, in 
whom all his promiſes are made yea, and amen, and 
therefore he cannot forbeare to prote&, and to de- 
fend the Church. Therefore'the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
be able to prevaile again#t it, Sennacherib, and Rabſhas 
keh, and all the hoſt of the «5ſ3riaxs, they ſhall not 
be able to fight againſt zhis City, ſo, as to overcome 
itz that is, Satan, and all his znſtruments, they ſhall 
never be able to overthrow jt. God will put his 
Hook into their noſes, and his Eridle into their lipps, and 
turn them back by the way, in uhich they came. He 
hath ſent Redemption to his people : He hath comman. 
ded bis COUEN ANT for ever. Holy, and Reverend is 
his Name, Pla}. 111. 9- 

This is matter of Conſolation not only to the | 
Church in Gemerall, and at large, but likewiſe to 7% Comforof 
every true believer, who is a part, and member of ' — 
it ; For upon the ſafne termes as Goddefends this - 

City it ſelf, he does likewiſe defend every Citizen of 
it. Every good Chriſtian may aſſure hjmſelfof pre- 
fervation from all his Enemies from this Covenavt, 
which God hath made with Chriſt, but I cannot 


now inſiſt upon {bis. That's the Second motive or 
. Argnment. 
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z& The: fafoyif Gorufalomi; 
arpument:for Gods defending; this.: Cizy 40 fave. it. 
Namely, which:ts: taker Sram bjs; bn dg = mk 
feruunt-Diwids faks.) > 2 lit no A ao 
I ſhall have quickly:done with, the Text ;when I 
have taken notice of oz: thing more, and then pro- 
ceed to Application, | And'that 15the awagrer, or way. 
The man! of 50, which the Lord: did { accampliſh this promiſe, 
peſervaim, Which he here makes for: the defence gf.chis City, 
This will appeare to us out of the Context in the 
following verſe. Then-the Angell of the Lord went 
forth, and {mate in. theCamy of the Aſſyrians an bundred 
fourſcare, .and five thonſapd. The Salpation of the 
Church, \t is. procured by the Raine of, the Encwy, 
The deſtruction of the 4fyrians it is the Preſeryati- 
on of the People of God.” Theſe two are like a paire 
of Bucketts, or Ballances 3 when the one goes up, the 
| other goes downe. _ I +a 
The Reaſon, TheReaſon of it 1s this; Becauſe they are of 
Contrary wntereſts, and conliſt of contrary Principles, 
which cannot Cohere, or hold together. They. are 
like fireand water, which doe mutually take away 
each other, The ſcedof the IVoman, and the ſced of 
the Serpent are oppoſites. : 
This is a point of very great Terror to the Church» 
es Enemies, and ſhewes their ruine to be az: avoyd- 
able. Tf the: peaple of God cannot be ſaved unlcſle 
their Adverſfaries be deſiroy'd, then their Adverſa- 
ries deſtruction is zecef/ary, becauſetheir own ſalva- 
tion is 7rfallible. Look upon what termes, the 
Charch ſtands for ſafety, upon theſame doe the Exc- 
#ies for undoeing. + 
If it beask'r,why it pleaſes the Lord to take ſuch 
a Courſe as this is. We anſwer, 
Firſt for his own ſake, and the greater manjfeſta- 
tion 


m 


1. Terrour to 
the Enemes. 


«The: ſafony "of. Jerwſalem. * 


If 


-tigw of bis Power,and deminton in the world ; Got 


could (ifhehad fo pleted ): hiveidefeated Afr, 
and ytt not have deſtroyed them, hindred-them 
from harting Jeruſalem, and yet not have hurt them- 
yttves ; yeaibilt theauhinhat not. been fo-miuchifor 
the advancementj@f 36 Fower 3. whightGod delight» 
ed to manifeſt towards them, as he did with Pharo- 
ah, He wonld thew. h# Power it him; Rom g.'17.:Be 
ll and know that I am God, Twill be exalted ambng 
the, Heathen : 1 will be exalted 3u the Earth, Plal. 
464.10. ne Hr; wt gs 
, Secondly, for the comfort of his people. in their 
ſecurity, and greater ſati-fa&ion. If God had driven 
the 4//yriqns back, and kept them ſtill alive, Fernſa- 
km might ſtill bave been: tomwhat «nxiow,and ſol 
licicous about i, as thinking that they might haply 
recruit, and recover thennſel ves againe; now whiles 
they fee them dead and deſtroy,d before their eyes, 
here this ſollicitude 1s taken off from them, and 
theyare now ſenſibly aſlured af this promife,which 
God;mage unto:thems, that he would defend them 
bo favethem. . | 343-851 (Tio 0 LAN. 
. Nowiaa tbat it is herefurther ſajd : That this 
was .done by the 4zgll ofthe Lord; it teaches ug 
how thele Gloriows Spirits are mtniltring to the ſal. 
vation ofthe' Church, and activeinthe preſervation 
of it. Look, as ſometimes they are inſtruments. of 
Gods CorreFions, He ent evill Angells amongſt thewe. 
not evill io regard;of their, Nature, and in reference 
to /pnne, but evilltn regard of their Effe#s, and in 
reference to puniſhment, lo are they alloinftrumeats: 
of Gads preſergation |, both  4n. the ſheathing the 
fword, and in drawing it ; In ſheathing it as to the 


: 


2. Crmport t9 
Gods People, 


The Inſtrument 


Plal. 78+ 49. 


60 , 


ſparing of Jeruſalem in Davids time, la drawing it as 


I er mos 


Z2 


= Sam.,2 4+ 16, 


The Appli- 
-  carionof the 

Text tro the 

Cccafion. 
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From War. 


x0, 5 
90A $paiw7s 
8 Matth. 2 4+ 6, 


Dan, 3. 37+ 


Preſervation. 


_ 7 Safety of \'Fernſalem. 


tothe defending. of Jernuſalew# how inthe Time. of 
Hezekiah, $0.much may be ſpoken of that; Ando 


much alſo of the Text it (elf. 


And How for the Application of the. Text to 


"the preſent Occaſion. 


T Hat which hath been hitherto ſaid, in thatby 
' way of promiſe, the ſame is made good in this 
by way of accompliſhment. And that which was 
trueof Feruſalem, it is abundantly true of Loxdox in 
all particulars. The Lord hath defenaed this City to 
ſave it, for his owne ſake, cc, Defending and ſaving 
(as I told you )is a large word &of iadefinite fignifi 
cation, and truly we have found ito for oxr ſelves in 
the full latitude of ir. There's noevill-which any 
City could be well defended and ſaved ſrom, but 
we have had our ſhare and intereſt in that Salya! 
tiOn. | 

Wee'l begin with that which is next at hand, and 
jn the ſcope- of the Text,the evills and callamities of 
Warr, How hath the Lord ſaved us, and defended 
us from theſe ! Indeed we have heard of ſuch a thing 
as this is, we have had the Kumrors of Warr,amongſt us 
but we never yet felt the ſarart of it, as other parts of 
the Nation have done 5 we have had the Alarme 
but we never yet came to the Enconnter, no compal- 
ſing of our walls,no battering of our Forts,no plun- 
dering of our houſes, no demoliſhing of our Temp- 


 lesnoflayingofour Wives and Children before our 
eyes,nor carrying of our ſelves as Captivcs into a« 
nother Countrey when almoſt all the Land beſides 


as it were upon a light flame, Not au haire of our head 
ſinged, nor our our coats changed, nor the ſmell of fire pa(- 
ſing npon #4, | And 


_-_ 


- The Safety of Jeruſalem 


And as through the goodneſle of God we have 
been prevented from forrarme invaſions, ſo likewile, 
from domeſtick combnſtions,and tumultsamong(t our 
ſelves. No breaking in, nor going out nor complaining 
in our ſtreets, It 1s a thing wonderfull to conſider, 
how in ſuch a Popxlozs City as this is, wherein there 
are ſuch multitudes of Per/oz-,and withall ſuch vya- 
rietys of Intereſts, and difference, and contrariety of 
affeCtions, yet not withitanding there ſhould be fo 
much outward agreement, and correſpondency and 
externall complyance, as Is caſte to be obſery'd; 
W here againealmoſtin all the world can a man walk 
with fo much ſafety at all times and houres of the 
ight, without feare, or moleſtation, as he may doe 
in the City of Loxdor, or where may he ſtay 1n his 
Houſe with ſo much ſecurity ! 

War, It does not uſually goe alone, but for the 
moſt part hath other evills, and calamityes atten» 
ding upon it. . The Scripture points out two eſ- 
pecially, The Famine and the Peltilence; asin that 
eminent place of the Prophet, zek, 7.15. The ſword 
3s without, and the PeStilence aud the Famine within, He 
thatis in the Field ſhall dye with the ſword, and he that's 
in the City, Famine and Peſtilente ſhall devoure hin. 
This hath been the caſe of others, But this caſe hath 
not been ozrs, we have not known what Famine 
meant nor Peſtilence neither. 

For Famine,though it is true jt hath been an uſual 
conſequent of Warr, and of Civill warr, more eſpeci- 
ally, yet It hath been ſo with us here in this Lad, 
nor ſo conſequently here in this City, nay we have 
been ſo far from being troubled with Famine,as that 
ſome of us ( the more ſhamefor us ) we have rather 
been troubled at-Plenty, and almoſt hungred for 
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Famine it ſelfe, ſo great hath been the abundance of 
Food and Proviſion amongſt us, which God hath 


beſtowed upon us. Yea, and that infuch Circaum- 
ſtanceto, as wherein the Contrary might rather have 


been expected, we have had years of Drought, and 


yetnot years of Dearth ; wanted Water, and yet not 
wanted Bread. 
And for the Peſtilence,which 1s the buiſineſſe that 
we doe more particularly take notice of this day, in 
this ourſolemn meeting, we have cauſe to take no- 
ticeof it indeed, as littie leſſethena miracle it 1elf, 
our preſervation irom it;eipecially fo long together 
as we have been without it in theſe latter years, 
whiles other Countryes and Nations about us have 
been ſo ſorely viſited with it. _ 
Eſpecially if we ſhall alſo further add the forerun- 
ners,and prognoſtications which we have had of it 
in inferiour diſeaſes, as ſmall-pox meaſles and the 
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like, yet not leaving this other in. their roome as. 


they are uſually obſerv'd to doe, but fo kindly part= 
ing with us, like the thaw of ſomegreat froſt with- 
out a raine following upon it. 

That we ſhould have ſo much Health in ſo much 
Company ; the number of Houſes and Inhabitants in- 
creaſed unmealurably; The number of the Dead 
not increaſed, but rather diminiſhed ; Take but 
this laſt week for an inſtance, wherein the ſumme 
of all the Buryalls within the City and Suburbs and 
Libertyes, and out- Pariſhes of it doth not come up 
to the number of two hundred in the whole ac- 
count. 

Add to this ( which 1s added tn the occation ) 
our late remarkable preſervations from Fire, which: 


Tower-tree!. fr. ſome. time we had been afflicted withall, we 


know. 
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know how many ſad and feartull accidents of this 
kindedid fora while happen unto us in ſundry em- 
inent and ſcattered places of the (3ty,which in a fort 
was become another Taberah, to us, Numb. 17. 2, 
God hath gratiouſly quench't and extenguiſh theſe 
flames amongſt us, and he hath done italloas a re- 
turne of Prayer ; as he did there with his people of 
Iſrael, in v. 2. of that Chapter, It is not a meere co. i2- 
cidenc:but a relativ? providence, & ſoweare to take 
it; Faith, whereof Prayeris the fiame, it hath quen- 
ched the violence of fire, Heb.-11. 34. And weare 
to bleſſe God for his acceptanceof it. That we 
have neither the fire 1n our For:s, in burning and 
inflaming d:SZempers, nor yet the fire 1n our Houſes 
in thoſe terrible and lamentable Conflagrations, nej- 
ther the Dever, nor the reſheph 5 The Peſtilence which 
goes before him, nor the burning coales which goe forth 
at hs feet, as Officers, and Attendants upon him,both 
before and behinde, Habback. 3. 5. Butthat each of 
theſe have been kept off from us,and reſtrain'd from 
their violence among(t us, what does this but de- 
clare Gods ſpeciall care and tenderneſle over us, 
for the defence and preſervation of us? And how 
much does it concerne you all to conſider it and to 
lay it to heart, and to be affeGed with it lye goe in- 
to the Conntrey,and ye find your houſes and families 
ſafetherez ye come back againeto the Ci y, and ye 
finde your houſes and fainilyes ſafe here; ye change 
your Places, but yedoe not change your Prote@ion, 
nor your condition with them. And this yedoeal- 
ſoin a 7ariety, and ſucceſſion of Tixze, Summer after 
Winter, and Winter after Summer, and one year 
after another 3: God Crownes your yeares with his" 
Goodneſſe, and his pathes dropp fatneſleto you, 
F 2 I ſay 
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I ſay it is God that does it and heexclyſvely ; it 
Is astrue of us, as ever it was of Jeru/alem, He thatis 
our God, 18 the God of our ſaluation, and to God the Lord 
belong the iſſues from Death, Pl. 68. 20. But what is 
that which hath mooved him, & perſwaded him and 
1ncouraged him hereunto all this whils, Perhaps it 
hath been ſomewhat in us, who have deſerved as 
much at his hands. It may be jt hath been our 
ſtrictnefle and exatneſſe of converſation before 
him:Our care of his worſhip,our Vindication of his 
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Truth. our <bſervation of his Sabbaths,our Honor 


of his Ordinances, our reſpec td his Servants our 
love of his Children, Perchance it hath been our 
charity, our humility, our ſobriety, our integrity, 
our zeale, &*c. Which hath ſo fartakcn with him, 
and prevailed upon him, Surely, it 1s becauſe he hath 
not ſpyed in us thoſe errors,nor luſts, nor filthineſle; 
norhorrible abominations; which He hath ſeen, 
and beheld in ſome other places and times ; Oh Be- 
loved ! ſhould the Lord but have gone by this Rule, 


'T fear this City had been 1n its aſhes long before 


now. We had been as Sodom and had been made like unto 
Gomorrah,Not but that God has a Number,not a ſmal 
but a very great remnant of thoſe that truly feare 
him amongſt us,He hath much people in this City,But if 
we ſpeak of the common frame of mens ſpirits, and 
tenour of their lives, we ſhall find it to befar other- 
wiſe,in fomuch that the ſafety which we injoy,muft 
bereſolved into the Free-grace and goodneſle of 
God towards us; He hath defended us and ſaved 
us for his oav? ſake, as the proper Ground and Motive 
tot, 

And yet I muſt alſo add, as himſelfe does here in 


the Text, For his ſervant Davids ſake;too we injoy the 


Benefit 
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Benefit of the graces of the Godly Martyrs, and 0- 
ther holy Perlons, ozr Fore Fathers in former ages 
who by their Prayers and yotes for us, whiles they 
were here alive did reſerve a ipeciall Bleſſing for us 
in thefe ſucceeding times ; As we are not the worſe 
neither for the faithfull Servants of God, which at 
this day refide amongſt us, and are mingled with 
us, who both keep of many judgements from us, 
which weotherwiſe deſerve, and ſecure many mer- 
cies to us, which we night otherwiſe loſe. 
* Now what is the reſult of all this to our ſelves? 
Namely, that which is the proper work and buifi- 
n<ſſe of our coming together, even to labour to get 
our hearts inlarged in thankfulineſle to God for it, 
It is a work well becoming rhe Repreſentative body of 
the City, as ye aienow met 2ogether this day, and 
wherein ye have very happily conſulted the welfare 
of it. & of your fe]lves,God expeCts ſuch as as theſe 
from us,anſwerable to his govdnefle to us, eſpecially 
upon our intreatyes of him :; Forasmuch as we had 
humbled our ſelves before God, for the vouchſafing 
of theſe mercyes to us ( as ſometimes we had done ) 
we cannnot in all reaſon but returne our acknow- 
ledgerments to him for the beſtowing of them Every 
day of humiliation, whenſoever it obtains its eff & 
hath a day of thanksgiving in courſe and of right 
belonging unto'it. They that ſeek the Lord muſt 
praiſ- him, P/ſal. 22. 26. | 

Among many other matters beſides as I have 
already mentioned which you have not excluded, 
therearetwo which ye. bave eſpecially intended, 
The preſervation ofthe City from Fier, and the pre. 
ſervation of it from fickneſle, and principally thoſe 
contagious diſcaſes, which have raged in other pl» 
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ces of the world ; and tt is a very good courſe 
which is here taken by you, 1n the ſertous improve. 
ment of it for the preventing of ſuch jndgements 
from your ſ{elyes by thankfulnefle and humble de 
precaticn, as the Captaine of fifty, to Flijah, in 2 
King. 1. 12+ T his is that which weare to doe at this 
time; and that not for a day only,but a!l our lives. 
There's no ſuch thankfulneſſeas reformation, and 
and amendment of lite. To obey 7s better then to ſacri- 


King, 8.28. firezand to hearken then the fat of Rams.. Alas Beloved, 


what will it availe us, to be freed from the plague 


_ ofthe Bedy,and to be infected with the plague of the 


Heart ? or to be freed from the firng of our Houſes, 

and to be inflamed with the fire of /#37? of wrath, 
of contention, of revenge, of wickednelle, which 

burnes as a fier © Scornſull Perſons ( as all angodly men 

are both a&#vely, and paſſzvely ) they ſet a City on ſire, 
as Solomon tells us, But wiſe mez, that is, thoſe which 

are Gratious and Faithfull, they turne away wrath. 

This let #5 be carefull to doe, That ſo as God 
hath delivered ws formerly, fo he may pleaſe to 
deliver #5 ſtil; and may ſay to 1n the words of 
the Text in the future exprefſiion 3 1 will defend 
this City to ſave it , That is ; I will continually 
defend it, from fire, and ſword, and peſtilence and 
ſuch evills 2s thoſe are. 

Yea, let #- anſwer this goodnefle of God to #5 in 

a ſutable and proportionable. 7mprovement, Here are 
now two great mercies together, which wenow 
celebrate, The one, that our Hox/fes-are not burnt 
donne, And the other, that our Hoxſes are not 
ſint up, Now each of theſe calls for anſwerable car- 
riage and converſation, on our behalfe, How ſhould 
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to be the receptacles and habitation« of Aolineſſe, 
and to deyore them to his worſhip and ſervice ;thart 
# they ſtand, fo they may itand for Him, and his 
Spirit todwell and reſide 1n, 

And ſo for our preſervation from PeStilence, and 
ſuch like dittempers, what an ingagement is this 
to us to fruitfalnefic of ſociety and communion one 
with another ! To the frequenting of the publique 
Aſjemblyes, and congregations of the people of God, 
TWe need not now to be afiraid of the breath one 
of another or of coming into one anothers company, 
which people in ſuch times and caſes and conditions 
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are wont to be, 
But yet withall, whiles we are thankful for de. 


liverances, it concerns us to tremble at judgements 
The experiences of 7tzly and of Rye, eſpecially 
which 1s myſticall Babz/ox the mother of Harlots, 
and Abominations of the earth ; partake not in her 
finnes, that fo we may not partake in her plagues, 
The finnes of ztaly in England, are worſe then in 
their proper place 5 by how much our profcſſion is 
better, and our Religion purer, and 'our Ingage- 
ments more. 

Theretore let us renew our Covenants with God 
this day, and labour to be every way anſ{werable to 
his providences towards us; ſeeing Hz hath defen- 
ded 4, let #4 allo defend 472 in his Truth, and 
worſhip and Servants. And ſeeing it 1s God alone 
that can defend us, that 1s, defend-us to ſave us, let 
us hide our ſelves all wecan under þzs ſhelter, and 
wings, @c. Wearenow intheturn & reyglution of 
another year, which we know not what it may bring 
forth; Oh but if we can get but a ſhare and porti- 
on in God, we ſhall be provided againſt all occur- 
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rences whatſoever they may be. He that dwelleth 
in the ſecret place of the moſt high ſhall abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty ; He ſhall jay unto the Lord, be is 
my Refuge, my God in himwill I truſt, Plal. 91. 1, 2. 

T here are two things which lyes upon us in this 
particular,to be purſued by us. The one1s 7ztereſt 
in God. And the other 1s Communion with him. 
T he former as a foundation to the latter. And the 
latter as a PerfeFion of the former. 

Firſt, Accquaintance and Intereſt in God through 
Jeſus Chriſt, Accquaint now thy ſelfe with him, and be 
at peace, Job 22.21, Thereis nothing more miler- 
able in times of publique danger or calamity, then 
for aman to bea ſtranger to God,and un-acquainted 
with him; Iris ſad andillatany time, but it is then 
ſomore eſpecially; that ſo we may by all meanes 
take heed of being guilty of it, Remember, that 
It is for Davids /ake,that this City is defended and fa. 
ved; therefore thoſe who have no portion in this 


David, they can expect none of this defence. - Chris? 


will owne none but his Members, in the day of 
his wrath, and them: He will beſure to owne, one 
way or Other. Then happy are all they that put their 
Truſt in him, Lord I am thine, fave me,that's the beft 
plea of all. Pſal. 119. 94. 

Secondly, as 1#tereſ# in God, !ſo likewiſe a&uall 
Communion with him, let us preſerve that alſo. As 
there ſhould not bein us a ſtrangneſle of condition 
ſo neither a {trangneſle of Spirit, or converſation in 
ſuch times as theſe are, but we ſhould ſtill be care- 
foll to keep up our hearts in a bleſſed and conſtant - 
frame of recourſe unto him 3 that ſo, what ever may 
befall us, 1t may be ſureto goe well with us ; which 
is the difference betwixt the children of God, and 
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other men; As for ofher People; Carnall, and 
worldly perſons, they are wellin times of Freedome, 
and ſecurity, when theres no plague, or judgement 
ſtirring abroad, ther they can make a ſhift to doe as 
welas any men elſe,and ns they think better toozyea 
but how 1s it with them in times of Trouble, and ſ4d- 
neſle indeed ? Here they are all amort, and know 
not which way to turn themſelves : as thoſe 
which ſwagger molt in a Calme, in a Storme are at 
their wits end; ſo is it with /ach kind:of men. Ext 
1 know it ſpall be well with them that fear the Lord, that 
fear before him,as the Preacher tells us, Fceleſe, 8. 12. 
F his 15s the Excellency of a Chriſtian eſpecially liv- 
ing in the Power of Chriſtianity, that he can in ſome 
manner hold up even in-bad times, and in bad condi- 


tions, He can be {afe in the mid(t of evills, and ca» 


!Jamitjes themſelves : ſafe, not only from them, 
but az them; yea and wider them too, as it tnay be 
with him. 1 heſervants of God have this privi- 


ledge, that thoſe things, which are evill in theryſeley, 
et they are not evill tro then, as having all Eſtates 


andified tothem through Chriſt, Tha: which is a 
Plague in the nature of the Diſcafe, and the Phyſicall 
conſideration of it, yet it is not a plague to them, in 
regard of Gods ordering it to them, as having the 
Spiratuall venome and malignity taken out of it for 
them 3 and fo for any thing elſe beſides 5 A. Chriſti» 
an ha's learntto commend all he has or # to the 


wiſe and holy providence of a gracious God z His 


Times are in Gods hands, and ſo he is not in thral. 


dome to. {icknelle : and his Eftates in Gbds hands. 
and ſo he is not under the powerof* Fire, or wind) 


or water, or. malice, or afiy other caſualty whatfo.. 
ever; T heres nothing can abſolurely hurt him, be. 
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cauſe he is Good, and right himſelf-. ButT cannot 
preſſe theſe things at this time. FC; 
To.return co that which we ſpake of before, and 
which this performance ca]l's us to, and fo to con- 
clude. Let us be much inthe thoughts and meditae 
tion of Gods goodnefle to us, whether in our own 
particalar perſons, in the mercies, which we have 
rect ived there, or ta the General! (tate of the City, 
the mercies, which we have received 1n common, 
and together with !hat;Poth ofthem are to be con= 
fider'd by us, and both very (utable to this work of 
our Fublick Thank'g:ving, Look as in a day of pub- 
lick Enmiliation, weare to be humbled, n t only for 
Naticnall, but tor Perfcnal! fins: So alſo in aday of 
Publick'i hazk,sgruing, weare to remember not only 
our Nationall, but Perionall mercies 5 eſpecially as 
our particular Perſons have any thingmore ſh red in 
thoſe mercics as we have ſome of u« don: ; In the 
recovery andcontinuanceof our Health;; In the jn- 
creaſe, and preſervation of our Fſ#ates ; In the free- 
dome, and deliverance from  Fnemies, or whatever 
Elſe we can name, orthf:k of. Look how far any 
dce more partakein mercy, ſo ſhould they more 
partake in Thanksgiving. The Obſervation of P#b-= 
lick mercies ſhould occaſion in us private Reflexi- 
ons3 And the reflecting upon private mercies, 
ſhould more quicker us 1n pablick acknowledge- 
ments. But this is our great miſery, that we are 
for the moſt part but defefive in either, Weare ſo 
buſy commonly 1n the injoywent of mercies, that 
we have no leaſare to. be thankefull for them. 
Though the Lord doth exceedingly abound in 
the manifeſtation of his Goodnefle to us in all re. 


| tweets, 10.0ur health, in our plenty, in our ſafety, 


and 
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and miraculous preſervation : And above all jn 


the continuance of hisGoſpel, and Ordinances, and 


foule opportunities amongſt us ; y«t truly for the 
Generall we are very little ſenſible of them, or af- 
fected with them, or thankful under them ; even 
thoſe who if they ſhould looſe them, would ſooneſt 


miſe them. What doel ſpeak of 1hankefullneſſe 5 


when we have much adoe to keep our [. Ives from 
murmuring andrepiningat Gods d:alings with us. 
The Lord had never an heavier hand in his Con- 
teſtations with backſliding 7/racl, then he hath 
with many amongſt oxr ſelves, 

Well, Let us here be ſeaſonably awakened 
from this preſent Occaſion before ur, to lay theſe 
things more to Heart, then ever yet we have done. 
Oh it ſhould make us to love and ſerve this God ſo 
much the more,who ha's done ſo much for us ; that 
ſo hemay ſtill take pleaſure in us, and delight to 
dwell amongſt us for Good : Fo blefle us in our 
Perſons, in our imployments, in oureſtates, in our 
Families, and in all our Relations : And may defend 
this City to ſave it for his own ſake, and for his ſervant 
Davids ſake, that is, for his ſonne Jeſus Chriits ſake 
to 31] following, and ſucceeding Generations even 
tothe end of the world. Amen, Amen / 
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